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The purpose of the various investigations of the present study is not to add to specialist knowledge and to enrich certain marginal preoccupations of social scientists, but to open up the findings of the specialists to the general use of social science, to interpret them in a way that shows their relevance to the main themes of sociological inquiry, to feed them back into the mainstream of our discipline. Proletarians of all countries refused to follow Marx's call, but there seems to be a well-entrenched and thriving International of establishment lovers. (Bauman and Tester 2001: 27) This year marks the anniversary of two classic sociological texts. It is the fiftieth anniversary of the original publication date of C. Wright Mills ' The Sociological Imagination (1959) , and the 20th anniversary of Zygmunt Bauman's Modernity and the Holocaust (1989) . In the first of the above quotations (a point that could just as easily have come from Mills) -Bauman states his book's key contribution to, and further demand for, sustained reflexivity, not just in sociology, but in social science more generally. This chapter argues that the joint anniversary of these works is a particularly appropriate time to re-emphasize the continued relevance of their profoundly critical analyses to the current state of academia in which reflexivity is honoured more in the breach than the observance despite the reasonable assumption that it should form an integral aspect of genuinely intellectual enquiry. These two At that time Mills baiting was a favourite pastime among the most distinguished members of American academe: there were no expedients, however dishonest, which the ringleaders of the hue-and-cry would consider below their dignity and to which they would not stoop. Mills, after all, was a thorn in the flesh of the thoroughly conformist sociological establishment, having assaulted, one by one, every single one of its sacred cows. He was deviance incarnate, the critic of the American creed among its preachers and admirers . 
